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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgement is made of the election of Group I, claims 1-6 and 12-16 with traverse. 

Claim Objections 

1. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: "methactrylate" is 
misspelled. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-4, 6 ,12, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over USPN 4,309,464 to Rauch. 

Rauch teaches a product comprising a substrate having work surface (12 and 13, FIGS. 1- 
3 and associated text, functionally equivalent to a substrate because it supports the layers on it), a 
bonding agent on substrate work surface (clear acrylic adhesive, col. 3. lines 55-63), an 
intermediate layer of paper (14, FIG. 2 and associated text) having a printed image (15, 17, 
FIGS. 1-3 and associated text) on the intermediate surface not in contact with the adhesive, and a 
protective sealant acrylic coating (18, FIG. 4 and associated text) (instant claims 1, 3). 

Rauch teaches the images are color images and thus inherently contain ink and may also 
contain printed indicia having themes (col. 3, lines 20-40). 
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While Rauch teaches an acrylic bonding agent securing the substrate, Rauch does not 
teach the product is a cured bonding agent (instant claim 1). 

Hatton teaches an acrylic adhesive bonding agent that is cured and is suitable for bonding 
substrates together and clear materials (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-68, col. 16, line 65-col. 17, line 
24). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
product of Rauch to cure the acrylic bonding agent because Hatton teaches cured acrylic provide 
a suitable bond to secure substrates or clear materials (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-68, col. 16, line 
65-col. 17, line 24). 

Regarding claim 6, Rauch teaches a protective acrylic coating, but does not teach the 
protective sealant includes a photinitiator for cuing the sealant. 

Hatton teaches an acrylic adhesive bonding agent that is cured using a photoinitiator by 
heat or light, suitable for bonding substrates together and clear materials and are commercially 
available (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-68, col. 3, lines 1-16, col. 13, lines 15-65, col. 16, line 65-col. 
17, line 24). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
product of Rauch to cure the acrylic bonding agent using a photoinitiator because Hatton teaches 
a photoinitiator is an ingredient used to cure an acrylic via heat or light to provide a suitable bond 
to secure substrates or clear materials (Abstract, col. 1, lines 5-68, col. 16, line 65-col. 17, line 
24). 

Regarding claim 12, because Rauch teaches the products are decorative ornaments 
(plural) for Christmas, they provide a collection of them. Especially obvious to provide the 
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ornaments for a Christmas tree decoration. Further it would have been obvious to reproduce the 
same invention as a collection because duplication of parts is not germane to patentability. The 
mere duplication of parts has no patentable significance unless a new and unexpected result is 
produced. 

Claims 5 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
4,309,464 to Rauch in view of USPN 5,391,602 to Skoultchi. 
Rauch essentially teaches the claimed invention above. 

Regarding claims 5 and 14, Rauch teaches a protective acrylic coating, but does not teach 
the protective sealant is the reaction product of an acrylate oligomer and methacrylate ester 
monomers. 

Skoultchi teaches cured acrylic adhesive including reaction product of an acrylate 
oligomer and methacrylate ester monomers having high peel strength and high-temperature hold 
(col. 1, lines 5-10, col. 1, line 65-col. 2, line 50) for adhering desired substrates. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
product of Rauch to cure the acrylic bonding agent because Skoultchi teaches cured acrylic 
adhesive including an reaction product of an acrylate oligomer and methacrylate ester monomers 
having high peel strength and high-temperature hold (col. 1, lines 5-10, col. 1, line 65-col 2, 
line 50) for adhering desired substrates. 

Claims 2 and 13are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 
4,309,464 to Rauch in view of USPN 6,565,968 to Li et al. 

Rauch essentially teaches the claimed invention above. 
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Regarding claims 2 and 13, Rauch teaches a protective acrylic coating, but does not teach 
the protective sealant is the reaction product of an alkyl cycanoacrylate and 
polymethylmethacrylate. 

Li teaches cured acrylic adhesives and protection coats from an alkyl cycanoacrylate and 
polymethylmethacrylate) applied to substrates, film, or paper (col. 3, lines 1-40, col. 5, lines 1- 
35, col. 8, lines 10-20, col. 9, lines 1-10). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
product of Rauch to cure the acrylic bonding agent because Li teaches cured acrylic adhesives 
and protection coats from an alkyl cycanoacrylate and polymethylmethacrylate) applied to 
substrates, film, or paper (col. 3, lines 1-40, col. 5, lines 1-35, col. 8, lines 10-20, col. 9, lines 1- 
10 of Li). 

Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over USPN 4,309,464 
to Rauch in view of USPN 3,874,966 to Garcia. 

Rauch essentially teaches the claimed invention above. 

Rauch does not teach the photographic paper has a foil layer (instant claim 16). 

Garcia teaches applying foil (14, Fig. 2 and associated text) to paper (18, Fig. 2 and 
associated text) for producing a reflective surface and overall unique design having an 
aesthetically pleasing appearance in decorative laminates (Abstract, Fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 28- 
40). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
product of Rauch to provide the photographic paper with foil because Garcia teaches applying 
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foil to paper for producing a reflective surface and overall unique design having an aesthetically 
pleasing appearance in decorative laminates (Abstract, Fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 28-40). 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

• USPN 4,378,392 to Segel teaches a laminate in this order: protective adhesive 18, image 
14, substrate 12, adhesive 18, where image 14 and substrate 12 is a photograph or 
graphic. 

• USPN 4,125,653 to Muzik teaches a graphic laminate in this order: protective lamina 
adhesively secured to print layer, plastic, magnetic material, and base. 

• USPN 6,472,056 to Rea teaches a radiation-cured laminate in this order: protective 2, UV 
cured adhesive 4, facestock 6, PSA 8, and release liner 9. 

• USPN 5,342, 73 1 to Kelly teaches in this order: paper, UV hardened adhesive 18, release 
16, image forming layer 14, and transparent film 12. 

• USPN 4,265,976 to Nowak teaches radiation cured adhesive including photoinitators and 
acrylic. 

• USPN 4,177,3 10 to Steeves teaches a thin metal layer onto a resin-coated and cured 
paper surface. 

Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tamra L. Dicus whose telephone number is 571-272-1519. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00-4:30 p.m., alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye can be reached on 57 1 -272-3 1 86. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at S66z2Ji2eS^91 (toll-free^. 
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